The title compound was synthesized by reacting 105 mg (0.16 mmol) of the chloro-bridged (j/ 6 -hexamethylbenzene ruthenium(II) complex [(C6Me6)RuClte0u-Cl)2 [1] and 45 mg (0.32 mmol) p-nitrophenol (Aldrich) in 8 ml of dichloromethane at room temperature for 1 h. The volume of the solution was reduced to 4 ml by evaporation. Upon cooling to 4 °C dark red crystals of the title compound were formed, and recrystallized from dichloromethane/n-pentane (yield 91 mg, 61 %; m.p. 187 °C, decomp.). Elemental analysis: found -C, 45.47 %; H, 5.11 %; N, 2.93 %; calc. for C36H46CI4N2O6RU2 -C, 45.67 %; H, 4.90 %; N, 2.96 %. 'H NMR and 13 C NMR data are available in the CIF file.
Source of material
The title compound was synthesized by reacting 105 mg (0.16 mmol) of the chloro-bridged (j/ 6 -hexamethylbenzene ruthenium(II) complex [(C6Me6)RuClte0u-Cl)2 [1] and 45 mg (0.32 mmol) p-nitrophenol (Aldrich) in 8 ml of dichloromethane at room temperature for 1 h. The volume of the solution was reduced to 4 ml by evaporation. Upon cooling to 4 °C dark red crystals of the title compound were formed, and recrystallized from dichloromethane/n-pentane (yield 91 mg, 61 %; m.p. 187 °C, decomp.). Elemental analysis: found -C, 45.47 %; H, 5.11 %; N, 2.93 %; calc. for C36H46CI4N2O6RU2 -C, 45.67 %; H, 4.90 %; N, 2.96 %. 'H NMR and 13 C NMR data are available in the CIF file.
Discussion
Chloro bridged metal complexes belong to the most useful compounds in synthetic coordination chemistry. The chloro bridges can be easily cleaved and replaced by various nuclephiles [2] . The title complex exhibits a very rich chemistry [3, 4] and its crystal structure (with chloroform) was determined by X-ray diffraction [5] .
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The bonding parameters (atomic distances and angles) of the complex [5] are essentially the same as in the present p-nitrophenol adduct with the exception of the terminal Ru-Cl bonds. The p-nitrophenol is attached to the terminal chloro ligand by short hydrogen bond (distances C13-H(-01) and C14-H(-02) are of the order of 2.33 A). This leads to a considerable elongation of the Rul-C14 and Ru2-C13 bonds (2.452(1) A, 2.450(1) A) in comparison to the complex without the p-nitrophenol (Ru-CI: 2.394(1) A) [5] . The only significant deviation in the Ru-C bonds (1.71 A -1.89 A) is the long Ru-C18 bond (2.202(6) A). Interestingly, the same behavior was found for the complex without nitrophenol. 
